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The Remainder of Mr. Wi'fon. 


Ithop DAVENANT favs, * © We bold tat all the 
* Faithfal have a fupernetural Light wiuch thetlor 4 

© Spirit infufes into their Minds by the Minit 
¢ tion of the Word : Ja teticl Livdtther po 
* by the Eyes of the Mind perceive thoie Dodtrines, to 
* which they affent by anAct of commont arth,to divine.’ 
It is an acknowledged Truth, that every Thing is receiwed 
according to the Capacity and Fitme/i of the Recipunt. Toa 


right underftanding of any Thing, there is required a /ule- 

blene{/s between the Faculty and the Obye?. 3 The Fee cannore 
j 

perceive Smells, nor the Ear hear Colours. Nor can any 


fenfitive Power reach to the Apprebention of Things purely 
patelletual : fo neither can the Mind of amere natural Man 
that is darken’d and depraved by Sin, (while it fo remains) 
duly apprehend Marters {piritual and heavenly. Te is theOb 
fervation of a late Author, t lhat the bc end mol ¢f4 val 
Remedy fer the thoraw curing of our inteciledlual Dijeafs @ fiat 
which alters the Crafis and Dijpoj:isven af the Adind 4 becanje % 
he very well argues) "tes parabens: ta (eet, wer b maaei the 
way to Alent Judgments, ond jetties thom im thar Per/walon 
there being few (as he further adds) that beld ther Opomen: by 
Arguments and dry Reafonings ; but by Camprwity to the Under 
flanding, and con/equent ly by Relib in the Af ettian Now as 








© Dicimus babere finguds: fL.deces dunernatucale lumen, cud 
fer verb: mim leriumS) ikiT’ ierwm mratieui infan 


r ; }. : ’ 
A QUO FUME 1f/s judscans, SF prapria mentis eccmlit per 
éipiumt degmata ila, gurbus ajjemtiuntur aclu bides Cot 
’ al . 
iid®, ss f divina. Davenart +i de judice & . rma ( 
trov. Cap. 30. 3 Wr Glanviliadis Ph Pia, 
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found Philofophy doth (according to the aforefaid Author ) go 
far for theCure of Men’sMiftakes, by giving their Minds another 
Tinétare ; to wit, in'fuch Things as lierwithin the Sphere of 
Nature ; fo where this comes fhort, (as in Things of fuper- 
natural Revelation it certainly doth) there is Need of 
fupernatural Aid. This Mr. Baxter hath very-well expre(s’d’, 
\| J think, fays he, that in the very bearing or reading, \Gov’s 
SPIRIT often [a concurreth, as that the Will it Self fhall be 
touched with an internal Guft orSavour of theGoodne/s contain’d 
in the Doétrine, and at the fame Time the Underftanding with 
an internal Irradiation, which breeds fuch a Judden Apprebenfion 
of the Verity of it, as Nature gives Men of natural Principles. 
And | am perfuaded that this mcreafed by mare Experience and 
Love and inward Gufts, doth hold moft Chriftians fafter to 
Curist than naked Reafoning could do: And were it not for 
this,unlearned, ignorant Perfons were fiill in Danger of Apoftafy 
by every fubtleCaviller that affaults them. And 1 believe that ail 
true Chriftians have this Kind of internal Knowledge from the 
Suitablenefs of the Truth and Goodne/s of the Gofpel to their new 
quickened illuminated fanétifiedSouls. BifhopDavenant alfo favs, 
+That the Way of knowing inDoétrines of Faith, is by Jn/pirz- 
tion, by the witneffing of the Hoty Sp1R1T,and by the way of 
Relifhing ; as Halenfis mott truly teaches. “The Apoftle 
tells us, 2 Cor. 4.6. Gon who commanded the Light to fhine out 
of Darknefi, hath fhined in our Hearts, to give the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of Gon in the Face of Jesus Curist. 
Where he manifeftly compares the great Work of Gop in 
enlightening the darkHeart of Man with fpiritual Knowlege, 
to the firft forming of Light, which was the Act of a creating 
Power,whenDarkne/s covered the Face of the Deep, Gen.1.2, 3. 
Let the greateft external or objeftive Light be afforded, if 
there be: not likewife,in order to theReception of that, a fub- 
jectiveLight infufed, it will prove, as we find in Joh.1.5. The 
Light fhineth in Darkne/s,and the Darkne/s comprehended it not. 
SECT. VI 


He fays, ** That this /upernatural Light is a Thing unin- 
‘¢ telligible, he knows not what to make of it, nor how to 
** conceive of it ; Is it (fays he) fomething ordinary, or is 
‘© it extraordinary ? To 





+ Modus Sciendi in dogmatibus fidei eft per Infpirationem, per 
Teftimonium Spiritus, & per modum Guftus ; ut veriffime 
Halenfis, Part. 1.q. 1. art. 2.Sic Daven de Judice et 
norma controv. c. 30. || On Lord Herbert de Veritate. 
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To his Demand'I'anfwer ; ¥. Te is beyond the Reach of 
corrupted and depraved Nature, and fo it iS extraordinary : 
but it is the infeparable Priviledge of renew’d Nature, and fo 
far it is ordinary ; for it is communicated to all who partake 
in the faving Grace of CHRIsT. 

But, 2. Whereasthis Author fays, He knows not what 
this enlightening of the Spirit is ; I eafily believe him, conti- 
dering what our Saviour fays of the Spirit of Truth, which he 
promifed to hisDifciples ; That the World could not receive him, 
becaufe it feeth him not, neither receiveth bim, Joh. 14.17. And 
it is no Wonder for Men to fpeak flightingly or contemptu- 
oufly of the Things they know not : Upon which very Ac- 
count many excellent Truths plainly revealed in the Gofpel, 
are, by audacious Wits, exploded and derided as unintelligi- 
ble Myfteries. 

Yet, 3. Methinks Men’s Reafon might tell them, (if it 
were not wofully blinded by Pride, Prejudice, or Paftion) 
that the Unaccountablenefs of the Nature ofa Thing, or of 
theManner how it is, can be no fuficientArgument againft its 
Exiftence. The moft perfpicacious Inquirers into theSecrets 
of Nature, do acknewledge themfelves convinced of the cer- 
tain Exiftence of many Things, the Nature whereof, and 
the Manner of theirProdution,they are not able to conceive, 
much lefs to difcover. Thou knowef? not (faysSolomon,Eccief. 
11. 5.) what is the Way of the Spirit,nor how the Bones do grow 
inthe Womb of ber that is with Child. It is beyond the Ken. 
of Man’s underftanding infallibly to know, or demonftratively 
to prove, 1. The Way of the Spirit or Soul, whether it be 
produced by Creation, or Traduction, or what other Way : 
And, 2. How the Body is form’d in the Womb. 1 know 
fome learned Men have gone far in their Difcoveries, but the 
ableft of them have been put to a ftop, meeting with fome 
Knots which they could not untie. J] might afk thefe curious 
Queftione/ts, How they can folve the many Doubts that may 
be raifed about the Species of fenftble Objeéts, and about the 
Phanta/ms in the Mind; or give us a fatisfying Account, 
whence they come, how they are framed, and where it is that 
they are firft received ? Or, I might demand of them, 
Which Way the Seu! & Body are united to each other,and how 
they come to a& one upon another ; with a thoufand more 
Difficulties that occur, where the 72s is unfearchable, tho’ 
the ov be undeniable. How much more may this.be affirm’d 
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of Thingspurely'revealed, the Sublimity- wheregt, fo; vallly ex- 
ceeds.the:former ? us 
SECT. VI. 


Secondly, Another Thing thefe Men diflike is, Thatthe 
Sp1rit’s enlightening of the Mind is faid to be immediate... 
1. Now if the Word, immediate be taken as itis fometimes 
explain’d, for-fuch as fuperceeds Man’s Ufe of Gon’s appoin;, 
ted Means, ‘as if he were to expect fome internal Voice or 
Impulfe to reveal to him the Mind of Gon ; we difclaim all, 
immediate Adtings of the Sprint in this Senfe. But if snme-, 
diate be taken (as it may very properly ) for fuch an Opera- 
tion of the Hoty Sprirar as doth /mmedtaté attingere, 
mentem ; ‘That is, by it felf, without the Interpofition of any, 
fecond Caufe, reacheth the Mind of Man ; fo we maintain, 
that there is no effectual Operation of the Sprrit of Gon 
upon the Soul of Man, but what is in this Senfe tmmediate. 
For what created Agent is there to come between the Spirit 
of Gop and the Souéof Man? Or that can by its own Efi- 
ciency come at the Soul of Man to work upon it? This no- 
thing can do but an infinite Spirit. If any will fay, That 
there is fomething elfe comes between the Spirit of Gop and 
the Soul of Man, in this Bufinefs, let them affign what it is. 
Is it the Scripture it felf? ‘That can a& but objedtive'y ; nor 
can it do that, further than it is underflood and belteved. That 
therefore which works upon the Mind by a proper Efficiency 
to redrefs the Indifpofition of the Faculty, and to enable it to 
know and believe, muft be fomething elfe ; and that can be 
no lefs than the Spirit of Wifdom and Revelation, which the 
Apoftle prays for in Behalf of his Ephefans, Eph. 1. 
2. I further add this, that an immediate Work of the Spirit 
is defenfible alfo in another Senfe, viz. As it is oppofed to a 
Neceffity of outward Means on the Spirit’s Part. For as it is 
in the outward and vifible Adminiftrations of Providence ; 
Gop hath tied us to the Ufe of Means for our own Preferva- 
tion andSubfiftence ; yet he hath not tied up himfelf toMeans, 
fo but that he can,and fometimes doth, ftep out of his ordinary 
Way, and work for us more immediately, where Means are 
wanting, or whenfoever he thinks fit to act without them : 
So may it be faid in this Cafe, (the invifible Difpenfations of 
Grace) it isour Duty to ufe the Means afforded us for our 
Information in the Things of Gop ; and it were bold Pre- 
fumption for any Man to expect the Spirit’s Help in the 
, Neglect 
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77 
Neglect of chofeMeans. But Gop hath no where told us,that 
I know, that he hath bound up himfelf from communicat ng: 
his Light and Grace ina Way extraordinary without Means, 
either where the Means are denied, or whenfeever he is 
pleafed to wave their Ufe. 
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: ) mibsietemetnnsenien’ ) 


Uton the deplorable Lofs of the Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher, Pa/tor’ 
of the firft Church in Middleborough ; "tis Foped the follow- 
ing Memorial of him drawn up by the Rev. Mr. Prince will 
be acceptable to our Readers, as we are [ure it will to the Pious 
who krew him. 

HIS reverend and dear Minifter of Curist was happily 
derived of eminently pious and venerable Anceffors. He 
was a younger Son of the Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher, the firtt 

Paftor of the Church in Milton by his firft Wife Theodora 

Daughter of the Rev. Mr. ‘Zohn Oxenbridge, Paftor of the firft 


gather’d Church in Boffon. And the faid Mr. Thacher of ® 
| Milton was a Son of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Thacher, the firft 


Pafto: of the third or South Church in Bo/ffon,by his firft Wife 
Daughter of the Rev. Mr. Ralph Partridge, firft Paftor of the 
Church in Duxbury : who was one of the Committee of the 
Synod of the four unitedColonies in New- England,met, atCam- 
bridge in 1648, for the compofing of our excellent Biasform 
of Church Difcipline. And the faid Thomas was a Son of the 
Rev. Mr. Peter Thacher a Puritan Minifter of the City of 
Salifbury in England ; for whom that moft pious and learned 
Dr. Raynolds the renowned Profeflor of Divinity in Oxford 
had fuch a Refpeét as to make him one of his Legatees, giving 
him Part of his Library in his laft Will and Teftament ; as I 
have feen comemorated in the faid Legatee’s Hand-writing in 
the faid Rainold’s famous Latin Le€tures on the Apachrypha, 
which were Part of the Legacy. 

The faid Mr. Thacher of Middlebsrough was born at Milton 
about Offeber 6, and baptized on Lord’s-Day the 7th 1688. 
While young, his Father fent him to live with and ftudy under 
the venerable and learned Mr. Hubbard of Newton: By 
whom he was fitted for College, and into which he enter’d at 
the Ccmmencement in the Beginning of uly 1702. And as 
Providence fent me to College on the next Commencement 
after, and placed me in a Chamber over him ; he foon took 


Notice 
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Notice of me and enter’d into a fpecial Acquaintance with 
mé: So that I have been acquainted with him above 40 Years. 
Ithen obferved a religious Difpofition in him: and faw 
more thereof, upon his taking me with him Home in one of 
the fhort Election-Vacancies in May 1705 or 1706; when F 
alfo had the Pl »f feeing.and. hearin tb ,agreable. a 
heavenly Mian IOP er, who ane BS eiteat ea me wit 
the moft condefcending Freedom and moft hearty Welcome. 

On Wednefday Fuly 3. He took his firft Degree of B. A. 
and then I think kept the Grammar-School at Darcheffer : 
But ferioufly applied himfelf to prepare for the Miniftry, to 
which he was wholly inclined and devoted. In the Beginning 
of September 1707, he was firft fent to M/iddlebarcugh and be- 
gan to preach, to fuch great Acceptance, that on ‘Zune 30. 
1708, the Church there chofe him their Paftor, before he was 
20 Years of Age: And on November 2. 1709, he was ors 
dained there to the Office. 

April 1. 1709, Ifet Sail from Boffon- Harbour, and re- 
turned not till ‘Fuly 20,1717. But ‘fan. 25. 1710,-11. he 
married AZary a Daughter of Samuel Prince Efq; and Mercy 
his Wife, formerly of Sandwich, then of Rocheffer ; and by 
her had /ix Sons and four Daughters, all but the laft, a Daugh- 
ter, furviving him. And when I return’d to New- England, 
and went up to Middleborough, I was moft agreably entertained 
not only with his affe&tionate Embraces, but alfo with his 
great Improvement in Solidity and Judgment and a ufeful 
Converfation. 

From his learned and pious Anceftors, he had, I think the 
beft and largeft Collection of Puritan Authors that 1 have met 
with in New-England. And as he was animated with the 
fame Principles and Spirit as much as any Man I have known, 
he delighted in them, he had no fuch Relith for others, and he 
continually breath’d them in his Prayers, Preaching and Con- 
verfation. | 

Bejing alfo trained up in Families of Piety and Learning, 
where there had been a great Refort of the moft eminent Mr- 
nifters, he had colleéted many entertaining Hiftories and Ob- 
fervations which he had always ready at Hand, either for agre- 
able and innocent Diverfion or a ferious. Ufe, as Occafion 
offer’d. In proper Seafons he could unbend his Mind and di- 
vert his Friends: But his habitualand prevailing Temper was 
. great Serioufne/s and Solemnity: And the older he grew, the 
more 
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more he grew inSandhity,and the more habitual and ftrong this 
Solemnity appeared:in hisCountenance,Converfe & Behaviour. 

My Father and Mother living in Rochefter the next Town 
beyond him, when I return’d to this Country, and in their far 
advanced Age removing and dwelling in a Part of his Houfe 
until they deceafed, occafioned my journeying thither twice a 
Year : So that I judge I have vifited him above fifty Times : 
Aud as his Houfe was eminently a Bethel, or Heufe of Gov-; 
fo every Time E went, it feem’d to me as if he grew in Piety, 
and fpread a greater Veneration round him. 

He ruled his Family with great and fteady Authority, fo that 
all therein both deeply fear’d and dearly lov’d him. When 
he fpake of religious Matters it was with great Serioufnefs: 
When he came to any religious Exercife, tho’ it was only crav- 
ing a Bleffing or returning Thanks at Table, his Solemnity arofe 
to as high a Degree asl ever faw. In his Graces at Table, as 
well as Family Prayers, there was always a Variety and Suita- 
blenefs to prefent Occafions of Things and Perfons. Free from 
all Affeétation and formal or cuftomary Expreffions, his Senti- 
ments and Words appear’d intirely to rife from the ferious 
Confideration of prefent Circumftances, and the Diipofition 
of his Heart refpecting them. He ufually fang with all his 
Might,-and made all hisHoufhold fing with him Morning and 
Evening at Family Prayers: And to the Reading of the Sertp- 
tures he fometimes added fuch Expo/itions and Ob/ervations, to 
natural, judicious, plain, accurate and ufeful, as I have been 
much entertained and furprized. As he walked or fat in his 
Houfe, by his Afpeét as well as Speech it feem’d as if he had 
been in the Mount with Gop ; as if Gop was ftill in his 
Heart and Meditation. And he was eminently ftri€t in keep- 
ing the Sabbath holy. 

He was extraordinary ho/pitable, even beyend his Ability ; 
fo as. thereby much to hurt his temporal Eftate. 

He was not forward to talk in Company: and when 
he fpake, loved not to abound in Words ; but delivered him- 
felf in pithy.Sentences of Weight and Moment, avoided 
trifling and fuperfluous Words: both in Converfing, Writ- 
ing, Praying and Preaching was eminent in comprehending as 
much real Senfe in as few Words as poffible. And I rarely 
heard him {peak while another was fpeaking. 

He had a lively Senfe of the great Priviledge of deniving 
from godly Anceftors, on the Account of their Covenant-Rela- 

tion, 
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tion, Intereft, Pravers, Inftructions, Refiraints, Examples ; 
and of the great and fingular Obligations therewith defcendine 
on their Offspring, to love, chufe and adhere to the Ged of 
their Fathers, and to be pious like them. And this he fre- 
quently inculcated both on his Family in private and on his 
Poop le in public. 
He had the higheft Efteem of the Perfons, Principles and 

Spirit of the fir? Fathers of this Country, and of the next Gene- 
ration defcending from them---Was deeply affected with the 
jate aftonithing Decays of vitalPicty andGrowth of Irre‘igion and 
immorality. And I hardly ever faw aMan who feem’d to bare 
them with fuch a con/lant heavy Veight upon his tenderHeart ; 
that ’till the late Revival he cou’d fearce enjoy any Comfort. 
In the affeCting Senfe of thofeDecays, he was frequently keep- 
ing Fa/fs in his Study, Family, Church, and Congregation, and 
exciting others to do the like. And when jufta finking with 
Difcouragement, he was hereby prepared to fee the fudden 
Revival with the greater Surprize and Joy ; efpeciaily when 
it came on rufhing, general and unexpected, about Nev. 23. 
1741, on hisown Church and Congregation. ' To fee the 
Aniwer of fo many Prayers come down at once on a People 
civen over for loft; it firft threw him into Agonies of Tranf- 
port, and then raifed him to a vaftly higher Pitch of Zeal and 
Activity than ever ; fo that he fcarce knew how to fet any 
Bounds to his Labours, nor the People to beg them, both at 
Home and Abroad. 

He was very affectionate and earneft in praying and preach- 
ing ; awakening & terrible toSinners out of CuRist ; fearch- 
ing to the felf-deceived Hypocrite ; winning and importunate 
with Souls who found themfelves undone, to come to the 
compafhionate Saviour ; and exciting Believers to Gratitude, 
Love,Faith, Joy, a lively Obedience,and prefling after fatther 
Communion with God, and Conformity to him in Holinefs. 
And he was noted for a free, bold and faithful Reprover to all 
Sorts ; which was the chief Thing that rats’d him Enemies : 
But herein he deliver’d his Soul, and was willing to run the 
Hazzard of lofing their Friendfhip, and uttering bitter Re- 
proaches for his faithful endeavouring theDeliverance of theirs. 
And I doubt not but he is now rejoveing in the glorious Fruits 
of his own Fidelity, and of their Unkindnefies. 


(The Remajnder in our next.) 











